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prorogued, and all farther thoughts about the first fruits
let fall as desperate.1

The subject of the petition was to desire, that the
twentieth parts might be remitted to the clergy, and the
first fruits made a fund for purchasing glebes and impro-
priations, and rebuilding churches.

The twentieth parts are twelve pence In the pound paid
annually out of all ecclesiastical benefices, as they were
valued at the reformation. They amount to about five
hundred pounds per annum; but of little or no value to the
Queen, after the officers and other charges are paid, though
of much trouble and vexation to the clergy.

The first fruits paid by incumbents upon their promo-
tion amount to four hundred and fifty pounds per annum;
' so that her Majesty, in remitting about a thousand pounds
per annum to the clergy, will really lose not above five
hundred pounds. .

1 The dissensions in the Convocation of Ireland alluded to here were
a reflex of those which were at the same time disturbing the Convoca-
tion of England, and were primarily due to a statement made by two
members of the Irish body, the Rev. Francis Higgins (supra, p. 164,
n. 2) being one of them, before the English Lower House as to the
Irish practice about " intermediate sessions," a statement which gave
great satisfaction to Atterbury and his party. In " a long and Interest-
ing letter/' published anonymously in Charles Trimnel's reply to
Atterbury, entitled " Partiality Detected," Lambert (supra^ p. 124, n. 3)
had refuted the assertions of Higgins and his companion, and this
letter, when reported to the Irish Lower House in the first session of
Convocation after Wharton's appointment as Lord Lieutenant, was
declared to be a false and scandalous libel. As the Journals of the
Lower House are not forthcoming, the proceedings in it are not clearly
known, but informal communications which took place between a com-
mittee appointed to consider Lambert's letter and Wharton, seem to
have given rise to stormy debates. From the Journals of the Upper
House, which are preserved amongst the records at Armagh, it appears
that in July, 1709, Lambert delivered to the Primate, " as he alleged
by his Excellency's command,33 certain documents connected with the
proceedings, but these "papers were immediately remanded by the
said Doctor/3 and the Upper House appear to have been left to obtain
such information as they could from Lambert, who at their request
attended one of their meetings and answered such questions as they
thought fit to ask. This meeting was held, early in August, 1709, in
contravention of a writ of prorogation, which Wharton had issued
and which lay on the Table for five hours while the House debated of
* many things." (" A History of the Convocation of the Church of
Ireland33 by Bishop Reeves, preserved amongst the manuscripts in the
library of Trinity College, Dublin, and information kindly supplied by
the Rev. the Keeper of Armagh Library.)Until an adequate salary had been secured for him the im-
